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Senegal (74 percent), and Argentina and Pakistan 
(both 73 percent). But large majorities in high-income 
countries were also worried, notably around two-
thirds of respondents in the United States and France.

Similarly significant numbers (42 percent) around the 
world did not feel “the laws of [their] country keep 
people like [them] safe.” Insecurity was especially 
strong in Brazil (74 percent), Argentina (73 percent), 
South Africa (72 percent), Colombia (65 percent), 
Mexico (60 percent), Nigeria (60 percent), Italy (53 
percent), and Senegal (52 percent) where majorities 
disagreed with the statement.

2.2 POLITICAL VIOLENCE IS A 
PALPABLE FEAR

Respondents demonstrated a widespread fear of 
political unrest leading to violence. 

A global majority of 58 percent—and majorities in 21 
of the countries polled—agreed with the statement “I 
fear that political unrest in my country could lead to 
violence in the next year.” 

Fear was highest in South Africa and Kenya (79 
percent), Colombia (77 percent), Nigeria (75 percent), 

2. EQUITY AND JUSTICE: LITTLE PROGRESS
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2.3 RICH COUNTRIES SHOULD DO 
MORE ON DEBT AND CLIMATE 

The cost-of-living crisis is global. But its impact 
has been most acute for people in low-income 
countries and those that are particularly  
vulnerable to climate change. 
 
Irrespective of government system, people face 
repercussions. Sixty-nine percent of those surveyed 

believed that economic inequality between 
countries is a bigger challenge this year than last. 
At least half of respondents agreed in all but two 
countries surveyed (Japan and Ukraine, 48 and 
46 percent, respectively), with agreement highest 
among countries in Africa, Latin America, and the  
Middle East.

2. EQUITY AND JUSTICE: LITTLE PROGRESS
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According to the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), 60 percent of low-income countries and a 
quarter of middle-income countries are now in 
debt distress or at high risk of it. Our results show 
that more than three-quarters of respondents 
globally (78 percent) reported feeling concerned 
about their country’s debt—rising to over 90 
percent in certain countries.

Respondents’ suggested remedies imply that 
people across the world have a strong sense  
of where responsibility for action lies.

Across the 30 countries polled, 75 percent believed 
that high-income countries should increase their 
overseas aid. There are clear majorities for doing so 
in all G7 countries apart from Germany.

2. EQUITY AND JUSTICE: LITTLE PROGRESS
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Sixty-eight percent of respondents globally also felt 
that high-income countries should give more money 
to the World Bank to support developing countries.

On debt, 84 percent of respondents and majorities 
in all G20 countries said lenders should help 
indebted countries. 

On climate change, there was strong agreement—79 
percent—that high-income countries should take 
the lead on reducing emissions. 

2. EQUITY AND JUSTICE: LITTLE PROGRESS
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Support was highest in lower-income, climate-
vulnerable countries such as Bangladesh (91 
percent), but significant majorities in high-income 
countries also agreed: 73 percent in Saudi Arabia, 
72 percent in the United Kingdom, 70 percent in 
Japan, and 65 percent in the United States. The 
lowest levels of agreement were seen in Germany, 
at 59 percent—still a clear majority. 

A similar pattern emerged when respondents were 
asked if “high-income countries should take the 
lead on compensating low-income countries” for 
loss and damage due to climate change. 

2. EQUITY AND JUSTICE: LITTLE PROGRESS
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Seventy-one percent of respondents agreed with 
the statement. There was more enthusiasm in 
lower-income countries, but majorities in the 
United Arab Emirates (75 percent), Italy (69 
percent), the United States (54 percent), and the 
United Kingdom (52 percent) were also supportive.

2. EQUITY AND JUSTICE: LITTLE PROGRESS
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3. PEOPLE’S PRIORITIES: 
IT’S PERSONAL

3.1 CLIMATE CHANGE IS A MAJOR 
CONCERN AND INCREASINGLY 
SEEN AS A PERSONAL ISSUE

When asked to rank challenges facing the world, 
one in five respondents chose climate change, 
putting it on par with poverty and inequality. While 
climate change often takes pole position in similar 
surveys, it has remained at the forefront of people’s 
minds amidst the global cost-of-living crisis and an 
uptick in political instability and conflict.
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Perhaps more noteworthy is that climate change  
is now a major personal concern in all regions— 
a marked shift from last year’s survey. Seventy 
percent of respondents were anxious that climate 
change would affect them next year. Meanwhile,  
16 percent chose climate change when asked  
which issue has the biggest impact on their life—
almost as many as selected poverty and  
inequality (21 percent).

When asked in which ways they feared climate 
change would affect them personally, 50 percent 
said they worried about extreme weather events, 
with the same percentage saying they worried 
about increases in the cost of living.

Also high on the list were fears connected to 
physical health (39 percent) and access to food  
and water (34 percent).

3. PEOPLE’S PRIORITIES: IT’S PERSONAL

Major greenhouse gas emitting and fossil fuel producing countries
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3.2 CORRUPTION IS SEEN AS THE 
BIGGEST NATIONAL PROBLEM 

Corruption beats climate change and poverty  
and inequality when respondents were asked  
about the most important challenge facing their 
country. Almost a quarter of people (23 percent) 
chose this answer and nearly a fifth (19 percent) 
said that corruption was the issue with the  
biggest impact on their life.

Corruption at a national level ranked highest as a 
priority in Africa and Latin America but was also 
prominent in Asia and Russia.

3. PEOPLE’S PRIORITIES: IT’S PERSONAL



32 OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS

Unsurprisingly, people who believed corruption to 
be the most important challenge in their country 
were more likely to distrust national or local 
politicians. Notably, these people were also  
more likely to be younger. 

But distrust is prominent across age groups and 
geographies. When compared to religious leaders, 
leaders of international institutions (e.g., the UN, 
the EU, the African Development Bank), journalists, 
business leaders, and charity leaders, most 
respondents believed local and national politicians 
were the least likely to work in their best interests.

Of the institutions represented, respondents most 
trust charity leaders (51 percent), followed by 
leaders of international institutions and  
religious leaders (both 45 percent).  

People from low- and lower-middle income 
countries were the most likely to trust leaders of 
international institutions, with the highest levels of 
trust in Bangladesh (81 percent), Kenya (72 percent), 
Ethiopia (69 percent), India (68 percent), and 
Nigeria (67 percent). 

Meanwhile, people in the United Kingdom (26 
percent), France (24 percent), Germany (24 percent), 
Japan (21 percent), and Russia (15 percent) were the 
most distrustful. 

3.3 MIGRATION IS HIGHLY VISIBLE 
BUT OF LOW CONCERN

Migration is not a major concern for respondents. 
It came last in their ranking of national challenges, 
with just 7 percent of people globally choosing it as 
their chief concern. Two-thirds of respondents—66 
percent—agreed that countries should open more 
safe and legal routes for refugees, while just 13 
percent disagreed.

Our survey included six of the top 10 refugee-
hosting states: Bangladesh, Colombia, Ethiopia, 
Germany, Pakistan, and Turkey (the others are 
Jordan, Iran, Lebanon, and Sudan).

3. PEOPLE’S PRIORITIES: IT’S PERSONAL
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Only in Turkey, which hosts the most refugees 
according to the UN Refugee Agency’s Global Trends 
Report, did migration emerge as the chief concern. 
Twenty-five percent of respondents ranked it as the 
most important challenge facing their country. But 60 
percent supported safe and legal routes for refugees. 
 
Those surveyed in high-income European countries 
tended to view migration as a more important issue 
than those in lower-income countries. They were 
also less inclined to support safe and legal routes 
for refugees.

People in Germany (18 percent), France (17 percent), 
the United Kingdom and Italy (both 15 percent) 
viewed migration as the most important issue 
facing their country. Germany, France, and the 
United Kingdom were also first, third, and seventh 
among all 30 countries in terms of their opposition 
to the opening of more safe and legal routes for  
refugees, at 32 percent, 27 percent, and 18  
percent respectively. 

3. PEOPLE’S PRIORITIES: IT’S PERSONAL



34 OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS

4. POWER AND POLITICS: 
A PUSH FOR INCLUSION

4.1 PEOPLE ARE GENEROUS BUT 
RELUCTANT TO CEDE POWER

Across all countries polled, respondents believed 
that high-income countries should provide material 
support to lower-income countries. Measures such 
as increasing overseas aid had majority support in 
almost all high-income countries.
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4. POWER AND POLITICS: A PUSH FOR INCLUSION

But people in these states—particularly the 
G7—were less enthusiastic about reforming 
international bodies to give lower-income countries 
more leverage. In Germany, respondents were 
skeptical of reform proposals as well as measures 
to provide material support.

Sixty-five percent of respondents globally believe 
low-income countries should have a greater say in 
decisions about international finance.

Support for this was highest in Bangladesh and 
Pakistan (both 84 percent), Senegal (82 percent), 
Colombia and Egypt (both 81 percent), Ethiopia (78 
percent), and Brazil (77 percent). 

In the United States and the United Kingdom, about 
half of respondents are supportive, while figures 
drop in Germany (42 percent) Russia (38 percent), 
and Japan (37 percent). 
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4. POWER AND POLITICS: A PUSH FOR INCLUSION

Europeans were also skeptical about the African 
Union being admitted to the G20 (the European 
Union is already a member), with 39 percent in 
France, 36 percent in Germany, and 33 percent in 
Poland being supportive. Respondents in Japan 
were lukewarm too (38 percent).

Globally, support stood at 57 percent, with high 
figures across Africa: Ethiopia (82 percent), Egypt 
(79 percent), Kenya (76 percent), Tunisia (75 
percent), and Senegal (72 percent).
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On a personal level, respondents most favored the 
United States (29 percent) and the United Kingdom 
(27 percent) as the countries that align with their 
values. Support for the other countries listed—

France (20 percent), Saudi Arabia (17 percent), 
China (15 percent), Russia (12 percent), India (10 
percent), Brazil (9 percent), and South Africa (9 
percent)—lagged by some measure.

4. POWER AND POLITICS: A PUSH FOR INCLUSION

4.2 INFLUENCE IS DIVERSIFYING 
BUT SLOWLY

The permanent membership of the UN Security 
Council is perhaps the most exclusive international 
club. When asked which countries in their region, 
apart from their own, should join the current 
permanent members (China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States), 
respondents largely gravitated to established 
regional powers.

Coming out on top in their respective regions were 
Saudi Arabia (37 percent), Japan and South Africa 
(both 27 percent), and Brazil and Germany (each at  
21 percent). 

Similarly, while much has been made of China’s 
role as a lender and the rise of private creditors, 
people continue to show a strong preference for 
traditional institutions. Twenty-nine percent of 
respondents felt their governments should borrow 
from the IMF and the World Bank. 

Just 10 percent would choose China. 
Even fewer respondents (6 percent) would opt for 

private creditors.
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4.3 CHINA LEADS THE PACK
Asked which of these countries will be the most 
influential by 2030, China and the United States 
were far ahead with 32 and 26 percent, respectively. 

4. POWER AND POLITICS: A PUSH FOR INCLUSION

The highest figures for China were in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. The United States, meanwhile, was 
bolstered by large percentages from Eastern Europe 
(64 percent in Ukraine and 45 percent in Poland).
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Besides China itself (78 percent), the most 
enthusiastic support came from Pakistan (76 percent), 
Ethiopia (72 percent), and Egypt (71 percent). Those 
least positive were Japan (3 percent), Germany (14 
percent), Ukraine (15 percent), the United Kingdom, 
Poland and France (16 percent), and Italy (17 percent).  

About a third of respondents in India (32 percent) 
thought China’s rise would have a positive effect 
compared to nearly half (46 percent) who thought it 
would have a negative effect. Meanwhile, a quarter 
of the United States (25 percent) registered positive 
figures compared to nearly half (48 percent) who 
were negative. 

4. POWER AND POLITICS: A PUSH FOR INCLUSION

Across all 30 countries, 45 percent of respondents 
thought China’s rise would have a positive impact 
on their country, compared to 25 percent who 
thought it would be negative. 

The country most likely to see China’s rise 
negatively was Japan at 72 percent. In all other 
countries, less than half the respondents believed 
the impact would be negative. 
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TAKEAWAYS
“Democracy as an ideal continues 
to exert widespread appeal. But it 
has to be shown to deliver better 
concrete outcomes.” 

As our president notes in his foreword, this  
central finding of our survey underpins our  
work to strengthen democratic governance;  
make progress on climate, equity and justice;  
and build a multilateral system that works for all.

There was significant support from respondents  
for ideas to advance the above, in particular:

•	 Across the 30 countries polled, 84 percent of 
respondents said lenders should do more to 
help indebted countries, for example, by giving 
them longer to repay their debts; reducing their 
debts; or canceling debts completely.

•	 79 percent believe that high-income countries 
should take the lead on reducing emissions, 
and 71 percent think high-income countries 
should compensate low-income countries for 
loss and damage due to climate change.

•	 75 percent believe that high-income countries 
should increase their overseas aid. There are 
clear majorities for doing so in all but one G7 
member country.

•	 68 percent think high-income countries should 
give more money to the World Bank to support 
developing countries.

•	 66 percent said countries should open more 
safe and legal routes for refugees.

•	 61 percent want low-income countries to have 
a greater say in global decision-making, with 
65 percent calling for inclusion in financial 
institutions and 57 percent for African Union 
membership of the G20.

Open Society is working with partners across the 
world to translate these ideas into actionable 
proposals and take them forward in key meetings 
and forums over the next 12 months—including the 
UN General Assembly, the World Bank and IMF 
Annual and Spring Meetings, COP28 in the United 
Arab Emirates, the G7 in Italy, and the G20 in Brazil.

Find out more at: osf.to/OpenSocietyBarometer 
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METHODOLOGY
The Open Society Foundations surveyed 36,344 
respondents across 30 countries between May 18, 
and July 21, 2023. The countries were:

ARGENTINA  
BANGLADESH  
BRAZIL  
CHINA  
COLOMBIA  
EGYPT 
ETHIOPIA  
FRANCE  
GERMANY  
GHANA

INDIA  
ITALY  
JAPAN  
KENYA  
MALAYSIA  
MEXICO  
NIGERIA  
PAKISTAN  
POLAND  
RUSSIA

These countries were chosen to reflect the 
following considerations:  

•	 A mix of country income levels with the 
majority in the lower middle-income category. 

•	 Balanced geographic spread. 

•	 A mix of countries in important international 
institutional groupings. e.g., the G20, BRICS, 
as well as “non-aligned” countries, including 
groupings such as the Vulnerable 20 (V20) 
countries. 

There were some limitations on country selection 
based on: 

•	 Where it was possible to reach a nationally 
or urban center representative sample, good 
online coverage, and a possible sample size of 
1,000 people. 

•	 Where our fieldwork partners had local 
providers on the ground able to conduct 
robust research.  

SAUDI ARABIA  
SENEGAL  
SOUTH AFRICA  
SRI LANKA  
TUNISIA  
TURKEY 
UKRAINE  
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  
UNITED KINGDOM  
UNITED STATES
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METHODOLOGY

In each country, we aimed to survey a statistically 
representative sample of 1,000 people aged 18 and 
older. Some countries, due to polling limitations or 
smaller population size, had a lower sample size. 
Six countries were chosen as “deep dive” countries 
(Brazil, Egypt, France, India, South Africa, the 
United States) for a more in-depth analysis, with a 
sample size of ~2,000—except Egypt (1,011) where 
this was not possible.  

Apart from in Ukraine, the program of fieldwork 
was managed by Savanta, using a mix of Savanta’s 
own online panels and local vendors. Local vendors 
were quality assured by Savanta’s research team 
using industry best practices.  All analysis and 
reporting was conducted by 89up and the Open 
Society Foundations.  

Due to the ongoing war in Ukraine, the polling partner 
used to generate an n=1,550 sample was Gradus 
Research. Like Savanta, the survey was conducted 
online, with the support of a mobile application. 

In Ukraine, the target population was people aged 
18 and older in all oblasts, except for the occupied 
territories of Crimea as well as Donetsk, Luhansk, 
and Kherson oblasts. The results were weighted 
using the current data from the State Statistics 
Service of Ukraine.   

Most countries received identical versions of 
the survey, translated into local languages in a 
culturally sensitive way. However, in Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt, some politically sensitive questions 
were removed due to operational constraints or 
to maintain trust between the interviewer and 
respondent. In Ukraine, some questions were 
reworded to match local realities. 

We asked respondents 45 questions—43 of which 
were asked globally and two of which were specific 
to the region where the respondent was from. The 
questions asked in the survey were based on 
themes including international finance and debt, 
human rights, international solidarity, governance, 
and global challenges. 

In some instances, the questions were tailored to 
nationally specific contexts—for example, if the 
respondent lived in a country with a parliament or 
a congress, the wording of the question reflected 
that. The survey also included definitions of key 
words such as democracy and authoritarianism, 
which were translated in a culturally nuanced way 
to convey an accurate meaning.
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The Open Society Foundations, 
founded by George Soros, are the 
world’s largest private funder of 
independent groups working for 
justice, democratic governance, and 
human rights. We approach this 
mission through the illuminating 
principles of justice, equity, and 
expression—defining characteristics 
of any truly open society. 

For more information, please visit 
opensocietyfoundations.org
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